XWERBNF - EFRFEARIRIE - 5£03% - F 0441 - 2024 504 A DOT: https://doi.org/10.12345/cai.v3i4.17027

Witchcraft and Opera: Two Sides of the Same Coin—

Taking The Injustice to Dou E, The Story of Two Pearls, The
Peony Pavilion as Examples

Haoyue Zhu
University of Macau, Macao, 999078, China

Abstract

As a cultural phenomenon that has existed since primitive society, witchcraft played an important role in the life of ancient Chinese
people. Under the influence of traditional religious concepts, the ancient Chinese people accepted the harmless part of witchcraft, and
combined witchcraft with reality in long-term practice, forming a benign potential acceptance tradition of witchcraft. As a religious
activity that emphasizes telepathy, witchcraft must interact with believers through specific rituals. The magic ritual gradually became
the early form of ancient Chinese opera, and Nuo Opera already had the rudiment of traditional Chinese drama. Since then, the main
pleasing objects of opera have gradually evolved from supernatural phenomena and gods to ordinary people, from gods to people.
Starting from the relationship between witchcraft and opera, this paper takes The Injustice to Dou E, The Story of Two Pearls, The
Peony Pavilion as research objects to discuss the mutual influence and effect of witchcraft and opera.
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