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Discussion on the blending of Han and Tibetan cultural
elements in the mural paintings of Qude Temple in Gongga
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Abstract

The mural paintings of Qude Temple in Gongga not only have high artistic value, but also integrate Chinese elements on a large scale
for the first time, breaking the previous tradition of Tibetan art dominated by the Indo-Nepalese style, and ultimately contributing to
the transformation of Tibetan art from Himalayan art style to Chinese style in the 17th century, that is, the green landscape style of
Tibetan painting today. The mural of the temple’s main hall on the first floor is mainly based on the story of Buddha and the story
of Ruyi Fujimoto. Compared with the Tantric painting on the second floor, its requirements for Tibetan Buddhist painting rituals
are more relaxed, so it provides more creative space for painters. This paper takes the Buddhist paintings of the first floor hall as
the research object, analyzes the elements of Sino-Tibetan cultural exchange in the mural paintings of Qude Temple in Gongga, and
probes into the Chinese cultural genes behind the mural paintings from the perspective of art and aesthetics, focusing on the in-depth
analysis of these mural paintings through the painting content and artistic characteristics.
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