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An Analysis of ‘XX Assassin’ Constructions from the
Perspective of Constructive Grammar

Linju Yuan Cheng’ao Du
Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgqi, Xinjiang, 830017, China

Abstract

Buzzwords are not only the wind vane of language use, but also the microcosm of social psychology and language development
trend. The birth of the construct ‘XX assassin’ is a direct result of the cognitive metaphorical mechanism of Chinese language, which
was first expressed as ‘ice-cream assassin’. Subsequently, through simulation and analogy and frequent use, this expression has been
gradually expanded to form a variety of ‘XX assassin’ sentences. This paper examines and analyses the expression ‘XX assassin’. In
particular, it will discuss three aspects: composition, semantic-pragmatic features and causal mechanism.
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