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A Psychological Analysis of Yeong-hye of The Vegetarian
From the Perspective of Searle’s Speech Act Theory

Yi Lin

China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing, 100088, China

Abstract

This thesis uses Searle’s speech act theory to investigate the role of the husband’s and brother-in-law’s speech on Yeong-hye’s
psychological motivation in The Vegetarian. Searle’s speech act theory contains five types of speech acts, namely assertives,
directives, commissives, expressives and declarations. Husband’s speech to Yeong-hye’s vegetarianism is mostly of the directive
type, literally expressing dissatisfaction, which makes her continually depressed, accelerating her detachment from her original life,
and deteriorating their relationship. The brother-in-law’s words are assertive and inducing, shaking Yeong-hye’s cognition, causing
her to fall into confusion and struggle, and pushing her to relapse into extremes. Comparing the two, with different types, intentions
and impacts, the synthesis of their verbal interactions reveals the novel’s complex interpersonal relationships, gender conflicts and
individual struggles, providing new ideas for interpreting the work and applying the speech act theory.
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