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The study of omens hidden in cultural relics

Xiumin Hou

Luoyang Archaeological Research Institute, Luoyang, Henan, 471000, China

Abstract

The study of apocryphal texts was a doctrine prevalent from the late Western Han Dynasty to the Eastern Han, Wei, and Jin periods.
It is a unique theological culture that integrates ancient Chinese divination, prophecy, alchemy, and Confucian classics, spanning
fields such as astronomy, geography, history, and mythology. It is an integral part of ancient Chinese culture. Although it contains
many superstitious and fantastical elements, it remains important material for studying ancient culture, thought, and beliefs. Overall,
the study of apocryphal texts is a superstitious doctrine, but it also contains certain natural scientific knowledge, reflecting the
ancients&#039; understanding and exploration of natural phenomena and human social phenomena. This paper explores some of the
apocryphal textual phenomena reflected in artifacts unearthed in Luoyang.
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