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Analysis on the Difference Between Flight Delays and Cancellations
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Abstract

Flight delays and flight cancellations are two concurrent manifestations of abnormal flights stipulated by the Aviation Law. Some schol-
ars have distinguished between reasonable delay and unreasonable delay. During the period of reasonable delay, the air carrier shall not
be liable for damages caused by delay, and the air carrier shall be liable for breach of contract for delay in performing flights that exceed
a reasonable period. Defining the boundaries between flight cancellation and flight delay clearly helps to determine the responsibility of
the two in practice, and provides a theoretical basis for solving problems related to flight delay and flight cancellation compensation in
practice.
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