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Abstract

The prototype of movie characters occupies an important position in Chinese cinema. Based on the prototype theory and using the
perspective of genealogy as the main research method, this article explores the prototype of characters in Chinese cinema. Through
the arrangement, classification, and regulation of Chinese film character prototypes, it is found that they have characteristics such
as coherence, variability, and periodicity. In the evolution process of the prototype, there is a clear historical continuity, which is
closely related to traditional Chinese culture and national social changes. At the same time, prototype variability is evident, both
from the perspective of internal self evolution and from the perspective of external cultural influence. In addition, the generation
and disappearance of prototypes exhibit a certain periodicity. The effectiveness and applicability of prototype theory in the study of
film characters, emphasizing the important role and value of character prototypes in the development of Chinese cinema, provides a
new theoretical perspective and methodological approach for the study of character prototypes in Chinese cinema, and also helps to
understand the social and cultural connotations and historical processes of Chinese cinema.
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