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An Interpretation of Bigger’s Construction of Subjectivity in
Native Son from the Perspective of Lacan’s Three Registers
Theory
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Abstract

Native Son vividly portrays the complex and contradictory subject construction of a “remnant of racial discrimination”. As a first-
hand witness of racism in the United States, Bigger fell into a spiritual dilemma full of hatred, fear, and repression. According to
Lacan’s later psychoanalytic research, the imaginary, the symbolic, and the real are not separated from each other, are not opposite,
but are systematically linked, and each order has an important influence on the other two, which is a synchronic topology. Starting
from the topology of the Three Orders, this paper explores how Bigger completely split from the self alienated by the “white values”
in the topological flipping of the Three Orders and went to the fall, and finally reconstructed the subject with the help of Max.
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