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An analysis of the “Chinese Tea” and Victorian housewife
in Lady Audley’s Secret
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Abstract

This paper selects Lady Audley’s Secret, the representative of the 19th century British female writer Mary Elizabeth Braden as
the text. It takes the introduction of British native “tea” into the Sino- British trade as the starting point, studies the details related
to“ tea” of the heroine in the novel, and deeply analyzes her psychological activities. It aims to explore the important relationship

between tea and the living conditions of British women in the 18th and 19th centuries in a new social and cultural space, en rich the
understanding of this novel, and provide a new research perspective for the study of Braddon’s works.
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1749 54474 “ The Tea Drinking wife, And Drunken Husband”
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Your bed in the Morning so highly you prise, Until ten or
eleven o’ Clock you seldom will rise; And then when you’ re up
you must have your desire,

And straight get the Tea- k ettle clapt on the Fire.

Then in comes her Gossips to prate and to Chat, Here is
this that and rother and the Devil knows what,

There is pratling and ratling until it be Noon
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At the Tea Table this Order is assumed, sinceMiss Cold

“And straight get the Tea- kettle clapt on

( their foster daughter) is of small Statureand of young Age, the
Ladies take their Turn helping her pour Coffee and Tea, clean
the Tea Set and put it away in good Order under such arbitrary
Punishment as Host and Hostess might decide according to
Circumstances ( Kari Telste,2012: 55).
MZXEHIZHRIDIEH, FHEEFEh 7217
MUINFE SRR 2 2 NEFZRERIN . SEANI IR Nzt Tt
IBTER L E NS 315 U AT, SRR N

B Ay — i EEE L e R S SR, 78 18 4T
O R IRt DA e LS MR X FLA A JE

ERRE, B 18 i, FERERI NS EEFOR
HEBRT, WHEIERNE SR ZR B EE AR
JEREER 2 ZS(Al R2X — R AR A | A S
S REEE E S Lt AR B

IFT—HEFXRANSHRFRE
ORI NI ) R, 7 BT N B,
ISk, 7RG ( George Talboys ) MIRZR KT 135
& (Helen Talboys ) MIRFKFV AR FEMHEE, TTE
TEARGIR . A T REIARIAEDT, Robert ( Z{RF) BR4GTT
1A A7KIR “ Take this, George, it will do your head good.” (
Braddon, 2008:38 ) {F Tea: Its Effects, Medicinal and Moral —
o35 Sigmond fis HA AN 5 1A B2 M RS 1 7 A0 A 1R 67
(OVEF. (Sigmond, 1839: 6) mJlilL, 7E4EZ %
ERIAFIF, Zer-BA 0 N RIS 2T sy
3. 19 HAAHRIILCE, MTAAEED. KA L. IR,
(SRR i = =31 I I 8 70 [TV O NS =q 3 i Y O
PO, XL ERRRA “FhRE” . BEAa “%
FRORAE” IR AR AR T AR — AT A DIRE
/N, AR T S SRR NS TR,
ARIRSREIER A ZRE KPR fiER., BRI A
HIZAS L G © the graceful group of delicate opal China”
(—HEENERLRER) | (NN
FERIERES ) A1 “ marvelous Indian tea caddy of sandal- wood
and silver”( FIETAIER 24 BRI A DO EDEE 450 X Braddon,
2008: 223) o FJLAHERUME LS EVERE . RIRFINENE
A, SEHRER AR BRI S M R . RS T
MR, HINFERFERIOME L, AEZFNZ FER
Wt , QS TP ) S E ST (B S IR, AR
VERITH A TT AR S S M S (AN B = i SR A1
RN, SR, AR L AIDGRIERFERIX 43, HomE T @k
TEREFR S BERE Z T HREFHEA”  ( Fromer,2008:12)
RHT - P EL ( Julie Fromer ) TRHAZSL F A ARSI,
AIAHFR . T AR, SRAE T — D ERAR . HZRAIGE
BN T 4 RN RO, RGNS 202
AR
TE/INBEE A PUE B ARE i R T AR 5 N 1E T
i, SRERR T 2 NAREEAOR
She looked very pretty and innocent, seated behind the

“ glittering silver”

graceful group of delicate opal China and glittering silver.
Surely a pretty woman never looks pretti er than when making
tea. The most feminine and most domestic of all occupations
imparts a magic harmony to her every movement, a witchery to
her every glance. ( Braddon, 2008:222)
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The floating mists from the boiling liquid in which
she infuses the soothing herbs, whose secrets are known to
her alone, envelopher in a cloud of scented vapour through
which she seems a social fairy, weaving potent spell s with
Gunpowder and Bohea. At the tea table, she reigns omnipotent,
unapproachable....( Braddon,2008:222-223)
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