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The Influence of Ancient Philology on the Calligrapher of
Qing Dynasty —Taking Huang Mufu as an Example
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Abstract

The history of early Chinese calligraphy is also the history of the transformation of Chinese characters. The study of calligraphic
history is closely related to the study of ancient philology. Zhou traditional character theory holds that ancient character means
Chinese characters from pre-Qin dynasty, namely oracle bone wares, Jin Wen, Zhou Wen, Stone Drum Wen, etc. Nowadays it is
generally believed that seal character after the unification of Qing Dynasty namely xiao Zhuan should be put into the scope of ancient
character. Before the rise of tablet science in the Qing Dynasty, scholars of calligraphy attached great importance to the tradition of
post learning represented by the “Two Kings” of the Eastern Jin Dynasty. After the rise of tablet science, clerical script, seal script and
Beibei tablet came into the field of study of calligrapher. The study of ancient characters had a profound influence on calligrapher’s
calligraphy and seal cutting. This paper focuses on the research process of ancient characters and the influence of ancient characters
on Huang Mufu’s calligraphy and seal cutting.
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