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The Inheritance and Exploration of Guqin Music—Taking
the Musical Play Listening to the Qin as an Example

Meina Mao
Beijing Union University, Beijing, 100101, China

Abstract

The guqin, also known as the “seven string zither”, is the most long-standing and continuous form of instrumental music in History
of China. Qin music represents the spirit of Chinese literati and is a way of life and pursuit for Chinese literati from ancient times
to modern times to cultivate their character and express their emotions. China’s first guqin musical Listening to the Qin takes the
meticulous painting Listening to the Qin Picture as the blueprint, presents all the people in the picture one by one on the stage, takes
the unprecedented love story between Emperor Huizong of Song of the Song Dynasty and Li Shishi as the main story line, uses the
ancient qin as the emotional link between the two people, narrates the story with music, and fully integrates painting, piano, music,
and emotion. Speaking with the zither, he created a cross-border musical work from modern times to ancient times, showing the
beauty of “charm” in the Listening to the Qin Picture, so that the audience can experience the “circle of friends” of cultural celebrities
in the Song Dynasty and experience the oriental ancient life in person.
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