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Size Traditions in Early Movies—Investigation of Film
Types Based on Early Chinese Society and Culture
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Abstract

Chinese film has been developing for more than a hundred years. From the commercial system of early films to the modern urban
ethics dramas in line with the taste of citizens, from the wartime films full of revolutionary meaning to the film types in different
periods after the founding of the People’s Republic of China, we can see the changes of the culture and ideological trend of Chinese
society after the Revolution of 1911. According to the redfield theory of traditional social culture, we can find that from the early film
on the road of nationalism, Chinese film also has the size of the traditional cultural meaning, with elitist culture and folk culture, is
the official ideological discourse and folk discourse. If the great tradition of Chinese film comes from the elitist culture inherited by
the May 4th New Culture Movement, then the small tradition of Chinese film is the folk popular culture handed down in the popular
dramas of early citizens. The two cultures are not distinct, but in a state of mutual penetration and symbiosis. What this brings about
is the flow and change of social and culture implied behind Chinese films, as well as the large and small types of early Chinese films
also based on such cultural changes.
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