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Analysis of Zhang Qi and Tang Xianzu’s Concept of “Main
Emotion Theory”
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Abstract

Under the tremendous social changes in the late Ming Dynasty, new philosophical trends drove the theory of drama creation to its
peak. Playwrights broke free from the constraints of Cheng Zhu Neo Confucianism and gradually explored the inner world of people,
focusing on the external world. The concept of “emotion” gradually entered the process of traditional Chinese opera creation. The
system construction of “main emotion theory” was first completed by Tang Xianzu. After Tang Xianzu, a large number of drama
theorists such as Wu Bing, Feng Menglong, Zhang Qi, etc. proposed various ideas on “main emotion”. The author takes Tang Xianzu
and Zhang Qi’s “theory of emotions” as the object, analyzes their ideas, and then reveals the changes in the trend of opera creation in
the late Ming Dynasty.
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