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Research on Why There were no Long Epics in Ancient China
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Abstract

As an epic, a long narrative poem with historical role, is the most primitive form of historical description in the world, but there
is no long epic in ancient Chinese history. Tracing back to the origins of the two poetics in the East and the West, due to the late
establishment of the institutionalization of historians, the West naturally continued the tradition of using long epic narratives such
as the Homeric Epics, while in China, because of the close connection between poetry and music and the strong generalization of
ancient Chinese characters, the scale of poetry has been reduced and refined. Due to the early establishment of the institutionalization
of historians, “poetry” and “history” were separated into two literary genres, which stifled the formation of epics. This paper is based
on the development of eastern and western social history and the development of literary genres and discusses why there is no long
epic in ancient China.
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