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Abstract

“Poetry without interpretation” is an important poetics proposition in ancient Chinese literary theory. However, in the past few
hundred years, the connotation and extension of the theory have not been continuously and effectively expanded. “Tension” is one
of the main theories of the British and American New criticism in the 20th century, which has developed rapidly into a relatively
mature theory in just a few decades. The theory of “tension” and the theory of “poetry without exegesis” have some similarities in
text interpretation and literary aesthetic acceptance, and there is a comparison and mutual reference between them. But today, the
influence and development of these two theories are completely different, which is a problem worth our deep thinking and discussion.
The successful development of the theory of “tension” in recent decades has certain reference significance for the development of the
theory of “poetry without interpretation”. This paper will sort out and summarize the development course of the “tension” theory in
recent decades, aiming to enlighten the future development of the “poetry without interpretation” theory.
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