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The Shun and the Reverse of Dance Criticism—John Martin
and the Birth of the “American Modern Dance”

Mingli Shen
School of Art, Beijing Sport University, Beijing, 100084, China

Abstract

John Martin is the most influential dance critic in the United States. In addition to his theoretical views, the most worthwhile careful
exploration is the origin of John Martin’s dance communication and criticism theory and American modern dance. To some extent,
it is because of him that we have the status of American modern dance, which makes us identify from the current of history the
promotion of the “shun” and “reverse” for the development of dance. In the era of prosperous creation, we should also call on the
emergence of Chinese style John Martin, increase the cultivation of dance criticism talents, give dance criticism a more free and
broad space, and look forward to the development of dance theory with an open and accepting attitude. This paper hopes to explore
the historical reality of the beginning of the birth of American modern dance, and to recognize the importance of dance criticism
theory for the development and dissemination of dance art.
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