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Abstract

Shakespeare’s last play The Tempest is one of his most famous plays. Many postcolonial critics have interpreted and rewritten the play
extensively to illustrate the power dynamics between Prospero, the colonizer, and Ariel and Caliban, the colonized, from different
perspectives. Starting from the memory theme of the original work, the paper elaborates on how Prospero controls the memory of
other characters to dominate their identity construction, such as selectively emphasizing his importance in Miranda’s growth process
and saving Ariel, and attempting to instill hierarchical discourse between colonizers and colonized individuals into Caliban through
hegemonic language. In addition, the paper also explains how Prospero tampered with memory narratives to create an ideal identity,
as well as Caliban’s efforts to write his own identity in the struggle for memory narratives.
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