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Abstract

This study, utilizing the Appraisal framework, employs both quantitative and qualitative methods to analyse the attitude resources
used by Chinese and Western media in the coverage of the 2022 Winter Olympics. The results indicate that Chinese and Western
media demonstrate similarities in their use of attitude resources, particularly in appreciation resources. Notable differences were
observed in the utilization of affect and judgment resources between the two media. These findings underscore the impact of different
journalistic practices on national image construction and the role of the media in shaping international perceptions.
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Chinese media Western media

Affect types
Number Percent Number Percent
un/happiness 24 32.00% 15 16.13%
dis/satisfaction 29 38.67% 25 26.88%
in/security 22 29.33% 53 56.99%
Total 75 100% 93 100%

Sample 12 (Global Times: Attempts to badmouth the Winter
Olympics will be unsuccessful, self-damaging): When world
leaders, athletes and audiences ... enjoy (affect: un/happiness)
and celebrate (affect: un/happiness) the success of the Games, it
will represent a heavy slap in the face of some Western countries
and forces that badmouth (affect: un/happiness) the event.
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Sample 35 (The Guardian: Team GB athletes offered
temporary phones over China spying fears): The British
Olympic Association will offer temporary phones ... after fears
(affect: in/security) they could be spied on by the Chinese
government. While the British delegation will not be banned,
they have been warned (affect: in/security) against doing so
by the BOA because it fears (affect: in/security) the authorities
could install spyware.
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Chinese media

Western media

Judgement types

Number Percent Number Percent

normality 4 7.41% 1 0.94%
capacity 10 18.52% 19 17.92%
tenacity 27 50.00% 48 45.28%
propriety 2 3.70% 15 14.15%
veracity 11 20.37% 23 21.70%
Total 54 100% 106 100%

Sample 1 (China Daily: 2022 Olympics hailed by global
party leaders): 1t is “a remarkable achievement (judgement:
capacity) and a success (judgement: tenacity) ... ” especially
since the Games come amid the COVID-19 pandemic, said
Mushahid Hussain Syed ...
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Sample 28 (The New York Times: Olympians Face a
Daunting Final Qualifying Event: Staying Healthy): Positive
tests could keep athletes from boarding their flights to Beijing...
rendering all their hard work (judgement: tenacity), all their
suffering (judgement: tenacity) and sacrifice (judgement:
tenacity), essentially meaningless.
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Chinese media

Western media

Appreciation types Number Percent Number Percent

reaction 137 58.55% 237 82.01%
composition 35 14.96% 26 9.00%
valuation 62 26.50% 26 9.00%
Total 234 100% 289 100%

Sample 15 (Global Times: Foreign athletes 'blown away’
by amazing race conditions, spectacular venues as they start

practice sessions ahead of Beijing Winter Olympics): The

construction of the Olympic stadiums also incorporated green
(appreciation: valuation) concepts with innovative (appreciation:
valuation) practices and technological breakthroughs...
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Sample 23 (Fox News: Clap, don't chant: China aims
for "Zero COVID’ Olympics): Clapping is OK (appreciation:
reaction) to cheer... Welcome to the Beijing Olympics, where
strict containment measures will aim to create a virus-proof
“bubble” (appreciation: valuation) for thousands of international
visitors...
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