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Abstract

Nussbaum'’s theory of “poetic justice” is based on the emotional and imaginative function of literature, and attempts to make the
“poetic justice” brought by literature participate in the real judicial practice, and let the poet act as the judgment of justice, so as
to make up for the negative impact of mechanical legal justice on individuals and society. However, whether from the practical or
theoretical perspective, the concept of “poetic justice” has various contradictions and difficulties. Critics often regard it as a tool to
construct the standard of justice, and criticize it from the practical point of view of the theory. Despite the problems, this theory is
not simply related to the relationship between literature and law or how an emotion-based justice works in judicial practice, but more
importantly, it brings us a reflection on the possible role and limits of literature in the public domain in general.
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