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From “Materiality” to “Humanity”—the Human-machine
Relationship in Klara and the Sun
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Abstract

In the rapid development of technology and the wide range of applications of human-machine interaction, the human-machine
relationship has always been an issue worth pondering. A science fiction novel Clara and the Sun by Japanese-British writer Kazuo
Ishiguro alludes to the complex relationship between humans and machines with a unique plot. While most researchers take the
content of the text as a starting point to explore its practical significance and moral warnings, this paper will focus on the shift of the
story’s structural center of gravity from “materiality” to “humanity”, combining deconstructive techniques to explore the relationship
between humans and machines. Combined with deconstructive techniques, we will explore the subtle changes in the human-machine
relationship, its causes and possibilities, and more deeply interpret the author’s dismantling and reshaping of the story, analyze the
author’s emotional attitude, i.e., his criticism of the ethical deficiencies and cognitive misconceptions of human nature, which works
as a metaphor that in the role of “human-machine-human” relationship, it is the inappropriate demand and anti-ethical cognition of
human to machine that causes the crisis of human-machine alternation.
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