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Abstract

As a language phenomenon, the emergence and popularity of popular words reflect the social situation and reality of a country or
region in a period. The paper takes the top ten popular buzzwords of the year selected by the Chinese magazine Bite of Words and
the Japanese “New Language - Popular Language Award” from 2013 to 2023 as the research object, and uses Edward Hall’s cultural
iceberg theory to compare and analyze the similarities and differences between Chinese and Japanese popular languages and the
reasons for their differences and similarities. It is hoped that through the analysis of the middle and Japanese surface culture, we

can better understand the deep culture, namely values and way of thinking. Then, reduce the friction and misunderstanding in cross-
cultural communication, and make the communication more smooth.
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