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The Rebellion of Modern Drama Against Cultural Industry
Theory: Taking the Musical Hamilton as an Example
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Abstract

Adorno’s examination of the cultural industry through the lens of critical theory is a vital element of his critique of Enlightenment
rationality. He contends that this industry has precipitated grave outcomes, with the self-regulatory paradox in art and the erosion of
individual personality standing as the most central of these effects. Free art contains the ability to resist the logic of monism, which
can reignite the independence of art itself and use this to resist the domination of bourgeois logic in cultural categories. Indeed, the
theory of cultural industry profoundly reveals the essential characteristics of capitalist popular culture and analyzes its essence. It
opens up a new perspective on social culture for criticizing capitalist society and has a profound positive impact on its era and future.
However, this theory also has certain limitations. Only by breaking the binary opposition between self disciplined art and cultural
industry, and achieving the coexistence of the two poles, can we dissolve cultural hegemony, unleash cultural vitality, and avoid
modernity moving towards centrism.
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