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The comparative study of Wordsworth and Hu Shi on the
concept of literary revolution
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Abstract

This paper compares the literary revolutionary concepts of Wordsworth, the British romantic poet in the 19th century, and Hu Shi,
the pioneer of the Chinese new culture movement in the 20th century, and discusses the commonalities of the two in challenging
the tradition, returning to the truth and embracing the public, as well as the different propositions formed due to the differences in
historical background and cultural context. It is found that Wordsworth’s poetical revolution takes nature as the way of salvation,
trying to counter the alienation of industrial civilization through emotional purification and language; Hu Shi’s literary revolution
takes enlightenment as the ultimate goal, transforming the vernacular movement into a tool of ideological liberation and social
mobilization. The similarities and differences between the two reflect the diversified exploration of human nature, nature and reality
in different social change periods, and provide an important perspective for understanding the path of literature modernization.
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