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The Goat’s Festival and historical memory -The Trujillo
era in literary narrative
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Abstract

This study analyzes Mario Vargas Llosa’s novel The Goat’s Day to explore the social development of the Dominican Republic during
the Trujillo era. Set against the backdrop of the assassination of dictator Juan Antonio Trujillo, the work combines historical facts
with fictional elements through a narrative technique rooted in structural realism, vividly portraying the complex historical and social
landscape of that period. Examining the social evolution of this era not only helps to understand Dominican history but also reveals
the profound impact of authoritarian rule on all aspects of society. As a landmark work of Latin America’s “Literary Boom” period,
The Goat’s Day holds great literary value. Its unique narrative structure and profound thematic depth provide abundant materials
for academic research. Therefore, this study serves as both a historical review and an in-depth literary analysis, carrying significant
academic significance and contemporary relevance.
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