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A study on the classical “Xixiang Ji” in intangible cultural
heritage
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Abstract

As a treasure of China’s intangible cultural heritage, “The Romance of the Western Chamber” originates from the Tang Dynasty’s “The
Tale of Yingying”. After being adapted into a zaju (miscellaneous drama) by Wang Shifu in the Yuan Dynasty, it gained widespread
acclaim, creating classic characters like Cui Yingying and Zhang Sheng, criticizing feudal rites, and integrating Confucian, Taoist,
and Buddhist philosophies, carrying profound cultural and emotional values. It manifests in diverse forms within intangible cultural
heritage, with Peking Opera, Yue Opera, and Kunqu Opera each showcasing their unique characteristics. Folk legends enrich
its content, such as stories related to the Pujiu Temple in Yongji, Shanxi. It also incorporates traditional skills like painting and
embroidery, with distinct northern and southern paper-cutting styles. In contemporary inheritance, “The Romance of the Western
Chamber” faces challenges such as diverse entertainment options and talent shortages. However, through measures like opera
innovation, talent cultivation, government support, and technological dissemination, it is rejuvenating, helping to strengthen national
cultural confidence.
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