XUERBIF - EFRFEARIRIE - £ 04% - F10# - 202545 10 A DOT: https://doi.org/10.12345/cai.v4i10.33133

A phonetic comparison of Chinese speech symbols and
Kazakh phonetic letters from the perspective of International
Phonetic Alphabet

Harhenbek Muhaxov
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Abstract

This study examines Mandarin through the lens of International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), comparing the strict phonetic system of
Chinese Mandarin’s initial consonants, vowels, and other phonetic symbols with the broader phonetic system of Kazakh script. It
then analyzes the similarities and differences between these phonetic systems and their respective IPA representations.The phonetic
symbols of Mandarin were ultimately categorized into four types based on their similarity to Kazakh script: letters with identical
symbols and phonetic transcriptions, letters with completely different symbols and phonetic transcriptions, letters with different
symbols but identical phonetic transcriptions, and letters with identical symbols but different phonetic transcriptions. Kazakh scholars
studying Mandarin have proposed an alternative, more reliable pronunciation learning method using International Phonetic Alphabet
(IPA) to master the initial consonants and vowels of Mandarin Chinese.
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