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Protection and Innovation of Huocheng Ethnic Dance from
the Perspective of Intangible Cultural Heritage

Zhicheng Ma
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Abstract

As a vital carrier of multicultural integration in Xinjiang, Huocheng ethnic dance has developed a rich artistic diversity and profound
cultural heritage, capitalizing on its strategic location along the Northern Silk Road. This study first examines the cultural ecosystem,
typological features, and philosophical essence of this tradition, followed by an analysis of its preservation status from the perspective
of intangible cultural heritage. While a preliminary “government guidance + social collaboration” framework has been established,
challenges persist including insufficient inheritors, limited funding sources, and evolving cultural preservation environments. The
paper proposes strategies through three dimensions: content-form innovation (integrating modern elements and cross-cultural
approaches), methodological refinement (digital tools and tiered education systems), and industrial integration (combining “intangible
heritage + tourism” with creative product development). These measures aim to ensure sustainable inheritance of Huocheng ethnic
dance and provide reference for protecting similar intangible cultural heritage.
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