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Abstract

The concept of “treating the blank as black” (ji bai dang hei) originates from Chinese calligraphy and painting. It refers to the
aesthetic practice of elevating negative space to a position of equal importance as the pictorial subject itself, thereby achieving an
artistic effect of “the dynamic interplay between the substantial and the void” (xu shi xiang sheng). This principle constitutes a
fundamental proposition in traditional Chinese aesthetics. This paper introduces this theoretical framework into the field of ceramic
painting for investigation. While the application of the “blank space” technique in ceramic painting shares the same aesthetic ends as
traditional calligraphy and painting, the unique materiality of the ceramic medium allows for more diverse and varied manifestations
of this technique. Employing a methodology that combines theoretical analysis with case studies, this paper first elucidates the core
concept of artistic blank space. It then examines the application of related techniques in ceramic painting. Finally, through case
analyses, it demonstrates the rich expressive power and aesthetic potency of the blank space technique in this specific artistic domain.
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