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Exploring the Visual Tension between Concrete and Abstract
in Cecily Brown’s Flower Works
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Abstract

In the context of contemporary painting, the relationship between concreteness and abstraction is constantly redefined, and artists
construct complex viewing experiences through multiple visual languages. Cecily Brown, with her expressive painting style,
interweaves concrete forms and abstract structures in the same picture, especially in floral themed creations, showcasing a unique
visual tension. His works not only preserve the recognizability of natural images, but also create strong perceptual conflicts through
the overlapping of brushstrokes and color flow, causing viewers to constantly switch between recognition and loss. This article takes
Brown’s floral paintings as the research object, analyzes the interactive relationship between concreteness and abstraction from the
aspects of image structure, color language, and viewing mechanism, and explores the path of visual tension generation. Research has
shown that this tension is not simply oppositional, but rather forms a composite expression through reconstruction and masking in the
painting process, providing new visual experiences for contemporary painting.
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