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The Evolution of Glaze Color Techniques in Dehua White
Porcelain under the Course of Historical Development
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Abstract

Dehua, known as the “World Capital of Porcelain,” boasts a ceramic history dating back to the Neolithic period. Through successive
dynasties—Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing—its craft has been continuously inherited and innovated. During the Song and Yuan
eras, Dehua kilns exported vast quantities of bluish-white porcelain overseas. In the Ming dynasty, Dehua white porcelain reached its
zenith, becoming a nationally iconic ware and nurturing masters such as He Chaozong. The region is rich in premium kaolin that is
low in iron and titanium yet high in silica, yielding a body that is fine-grained, dense, and highly translucent, able to achieve an icy,
lustrous, jade-like finish. Over time, the glaze palette of Dehua white porcelain has evolved far beyond pure white, subtly shifting
toward pinkish or ivory tones and continuously spawning new chromatic variations.
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