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Views on Fairness and Efficiency: Cultural Origin, China’s
Reform Goals and Successful Experience

Xing Ao Yuantai Xie
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Abstract

Fairness and efficiency have been considered “impossible to have both” for thousands of years. After the main contradictions in our
society have been transformed, the views on fairness and efficiency in dealing with reform and development must also change accord-
ingly. Facing the international situation of the new crown epidemic situation, changes in the concept of fairness and efficiency are more
important and necessary. This paper begins by historically observing the cultural origins of Chinese and Western scholars on fairness
and efficiency, and the relationship between them that has been considered “both incompatible” for thousands of years. Next, it is stated
that the consideration of both fairness and efficiency is the goal requirement of the reform of China’s socialist market economic system:
the development of socialist economy requires both efficiency and fairness; the essence of socialism requires the organic integration
of fairness and efficiency: the primary stage of socialism requires “efficiency first “, the essential attributes of socialism require “both
fairness”, so the organic integration of fairness and efficiency is a requirement of the essential characteristics of socialism. Finally, the
Chinese experience of scientifically coordinating the successful practice of fairness and efficiency is summarized: first, the socialist sys-
tem with Chinese characteristics is a system guarantee that balances fairness and efficiency, and second, firm and strong, state-owned
enterprises are strong economic backings that balance fairness and efficiency. The third is to expand the proportion of middle-income
people, eliminating poverty is a balanced economic measure, and the fourth is to support, promote and improve the development of
public welfare organizations is a balanced social measure.
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