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Research on the Mechanism of WeChat Rumor Propagation
Based on Covid-19 Pneumonia Epidemic
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Abstract

COVID-19 is characterized by wide spread, strong infectiousness, long incubation period, asymptomatic transmission, unpredictability
and uncontrollability. Its emergence and sustainable development affect the vital interests of the public and also affect social stability. In
the era of Internet development, WeChat is one of the most frequently used software. When covid-19 is not under control, there are many
hidden dangers and problems, which provide conditions for the manufacture and spread of covid-19 rumors. The Internet is convenient,
but it also has a sense of anonymity and virtual “presence”, which can easily induce the public to create, adapt, share and forward
COVID-19 rumors. Under the epidemic situation, WeChat rumors are extremely harmful. For example, during the Chinese New Year
2020, shuanghuanglian oral liquid was snapped up like crazy, the rumor instantly triggered the whole society into panic, which seriously
endangered the social stability. Therefore, this paper studies the WeChat rumor propagation mechanism under covid-19 from four parts,
analyzes the characteristics of the subject of WeChat rumor propagation under covid-19 and the contents of rumors spread during this
period, analyzes the reasons for the emergence of rumors, and summarizes the adverse effects caused by WeChat rumor.
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