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Abstract

Since the English Curriculum Standards for Senior High Schools (2017 Edition) has included the cultivation of students’ thinking
quality as one of the goal of English curriculum, the academics has been exploring it. This paper uses CiteSpace software to sort out
a total of 366 core journal literature related to the research about thinking quality in primary and secondary school English teaching
from 2017 to 2022, and then reveal the evolution and hot spots of the research in this field through visual analysis. The results
show that the cultivation of thinking quality in reading teaching has been a continuous and largest research hotspot in recent years,
followed by writing and listening and speaking teaching. However, there is relatively little research conducted from the perspectives
of grammar teaching, listening and speaking teaching, textbooks, and test questions; research on the evaluation of thinking quality is
rare. At the end of the paper, the existing achievements are summarized so as to point out the direction of how to further implement
the cultivation of thinking quality in the future, deepen and innovate the research on thinking quality.
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