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Exploration of the Design of “Problem Chain” in Primary
School English Story Teaching
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Longshan Primary School, Wuhu City, Anhui Province, Wuhu, Anhui, 241000, China

Abstract

The author explored relevant strategies for problem chain design in primary school English story teaching based on their own
practice: 1) Pre-reading: Skillfully set up the introduction of question chain to open the quality of thinking; 2) While-reading:
Elaborating progressive question chain to develop thinking quality; 3) Post-reading: Set up inquiry question chain to improve the
quality of thinking. In primary school English story teaching, the question chain design can promote students’ deep understanding
of the story content, so as to cultivate students’ multi-level and multi-dimensional thinking quality, develop students’ core quality of
English subject, and finally form an active development of life attitude.
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T: It is bright and smooth. ...What is it?
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S1: It’s a mirror.

T: Look at this mirror. How is it?

S2: It’s nice/big...

T: It’s a magic mirror. What could the magic mirror do?

Can you guess?
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Ss: It could sing/fly/talk...

T: Great! Now let’s watch! After that, tell me. OK?

S3: It could talk.

T: Who had the magic mirror?

S4: The queen.

T: Yes! The queen from the story Snow White. Today we’ll
learn the story Snow White.

T: If I have the magic mirror. I want to ask: Mirror, mirror,

on the wall, do children in Class Four, Grade Six love English?
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Ss: Yes!
T: Really? I love you too! If you have this mirror, what will
you ask?

S5: Mirror, mirror, on the wall, can I be a rich man?

Ss: ...
T: What did the queen ask? Let’ s watch!
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T: Snow White is the fairest of all. How did the queen

feel 7
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S1: The queen was very angry.
T: What did the queen do then?

S2: She found a hunter. She wanted to kill Snow White.

T: If you are the queen and the hunter. What may ( 7]fig )
you say? Act in pairs.
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T: Then who did Snow White meet?

S1: Seven little friends.

T: Yes! She stayed with them. What can they do together?

Ss: They can play/sing/cook/talk...together.

T: Great! Look! They lived in the forest. What else can
they do ?

S2: 1 think they can pick apples!

T: Wow ! Good idea! It’ s interesting.

Ss: I think they can pick the flowers/run with the goats/...
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T: Boys and girls! The queen wanted Snow White to eat
the poison apple. Can you fly your imagination? What would the
queen say?

Ss: The apples are red and sweet. Do you want to buy an
apple?/...

T: I like your answers. But this time, Snow White says:
I don’ t like apples. ( 1% 79 EZ Bl ) If you are the queen, what
should you do? What would you say? You can talk in pairs. ( %%
1 SERTE)

S1: You can use the apple to make an apple pie. It’ s
delicious .

S2: You can use it to make apple juice. You’ 11 like it.

S3: My apple is magic. If you eat it, you’ 1l be more
clever.

Ss: ...

T: What a clever queen you are ! But if you meet the
“queen” in real life, what will you do?
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S4: Don’ t believe in strangers! Say “no’
strangers. (ZITLTIES HF! )
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T: Boys and girls! What happened next? Was Snow White
awake( [i£ 3¢ )? (Watch the video of the film Snow White) ( fik
B LS Snow White %57, (EARIRAIMFR iy 5wk,
SR R IS RS Rt A o, )

T: What a happy ending! Do you like the ending? Why or
why not?

S1: I like this ending because I like happy endings.

S2:1don’ tlike this ending because it’ s not interesting.

Ss: ...

T: I don’ t like this ending. So I wrote a new ending.
Look, it’ s my ending. In my ending, the queen was kind at last.
Just like the giant! ( =90 E 5140 ) Do you have any
different endings? Four students in a group and write down your
ending. If you need some help, hands up! ( §&JiFAE R L7728
WlRT R, BB R RIS ). BT ER D
HOECBINTR], B2 8, BEoraldttEgE, Zomna]
BTEMHED. )
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