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1. Introduction

This paper focuses on the shadow education system
that occurs outside the mainstream school education and
charges for school subjects. It is called shadow education
because it imitates mainstream education "'’ When the
curriculum of mainstream education changes, its shadow
curriculum also changes with it. It includes behaviors
that happening outside of the formal school day for the
purpose to master their curriculum, well prepare for their
examinations, and earn grades for learning and skills that
used by schools to grant students further educational op-
portunities *. Private tutoring, in the form of the shadow
education, has arisen different responses from policymak-
ers. In some countries, it is encouraged to help students
with extra tailored-made instructions; in others, it is ac-
tively controlled because it distorted formal education and
brought inequality. In this paper, I would discuss whether
the shadow education should be comprehensively prohib-
ited or should be actively encouraged from the perspective
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With the acceleration of education democratization and the rapid
development of education modernization, shadow education, as a prominent
phenomenon in education globalization, has begun to develop rapidly. This
paper challenges the different views of shadow education which has both
positive and negative effect in the era of globalization and further discusses
that shadow education should be actively encouraged from the perspective
of knowledge economy, brain migration and higher education.

of globalization.

Shadow education in the era of globalization, arguably
more than ever before, profoundly shapes the current and
future well-being of the students, as well as their chances
and opportunities. Different people have different opin-
ions to the advent of shadow education. Hence, a debate
about the adoption of shadow education has been raised.
Some think the increase use of shadow education is a
move towards privatization. That is to say, the shadow
education in the form of different kinds of organizations
or centers has been as an agency for the public school to
supplement the knowledge for the needed students. The
low efficiency at the country side promotes market forces
to provide shadow education in response to a need for stu-
dents to compete in a global economy. Others think shad-
ow education is a potential threat to equity. Given that the
mass education is about reducing inequality by providing
educational opportunity for all students - inequality will
arise again when families benefit some students by pur-
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chasing additional schooling. This unequal reproduction
disadvantaged those whom mass education was designed
to help "',

Shadow education today has brought the inequality to
the students and families through purchasing extra school-
ing at the perspective of consuming. Acknowledging the
existence of shadow education in private schools com-
pared to public schools, the economic cost of which pre-
vents most disadvantaged families from participating, but
this doesn’t mean that it increases the inequality because
banning private tutoring will only divert education spend-
ing from wealthier households towards these other invest-
ments. Additionally, access to tutoring may benefit poor
families if it helps their children compete with wealthier
children in private schools. Nowadays families all over
the world increasingly find it necessary to invest in the
private supplementary tutoring no matter they are prosper-
ous or not because it not only improves personal ability
but also meets the individual needs such as demand of
immigrants and pursuit of higher education. What’s more,
it helps promotes talent competition and further improves
the economic development.

In the era of globalization today, economic life is more
competitive and challenging which makes human capabil-
ity, education and development more important. As edu-
cated labor force furnished with modern skills, knowledge
and training can compete and benefit from the opportuni-
ties created by globalization. Hence, it should agree that
the shadow education is inevitable in the era of globaliza-
tion from the following perspective.

2. The Advent of Shadow Education is Inevi-
table

Nowadays, shadow education has begun to take root
and sprout in the world, with a strong spreading mo-
mentum. In the 21st century, the development of social
information, scientific and technological civilization, and
economic globalization have promoted the development
of a learning society . We are moving to a new horizon
of abundance and new values have also emerged which
makes people all around the world much more interested
in personal success in the form of excessive consumption,
individualism, and competition-the three dominant traits
of our times . Therefore, one of the cases in point of the
globalization phenomenon is the shadow education.

While it is a feature of globalization, it is not one of its
causal pillars but rather an outcome of the overall change
process by which populations move to the western coun-
tries in search of better education opportunities. Shadow
education opportunities hence enhance their overall com-
petitiveness in the global era. As the public school offers
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the same curriculum to every student, individuals are
trying to seek the shadow education to satisfy themselves.
The spread of shadow education has become a hidden
form of privatization or individualism in many education
systems. In some societies, even low-income families
have to pay for shadow education due to the demands of
the school system and society. Therefore, it has become
a common model to invest in private education while re-
ceiving public education for free.

Families around the world are increasingly finding it
necessary to invest in so-called private tutoring shadow
education systems. This is a form of privatization hidden
behind the public education system; many families believe
shadow education is inevitable. The school systems have
expanded so to achieve the goal of education for all. This
has led families in some countries to consider the quality
of education provided by public schools, as it is not suf-
ficient to meet their needs and aspirations. Hence, some
families choose to move toward the private sectors, while
others even stayed in the public sector but supplemented
the diet with additional tutoring. Hence, the shadow ed-
ucation has become more and more popular in the era of
globalization.

3. Theory of Knowledge Economy with the
Expansion of Shadow Education

We are entering into a society of knowledge econ-
omy. The increasingly fierce of competition caused by
the globalization is the main power of the expansion of
shadow education. Burbules indicated that the inevitable
consequence of education service joining in the process
of economic globalization is the transformation of educa-
tion from public service to business service . Business
service is a kind of private product which means a fun-
damental change in the nature of education. According to
people’s general understanding, compulsory education is a
public product, and non-compulsory education is a private
product. In the process of the transformation of education
from public service to business service, the government’s
responsibility for education has been reduced, the fi-
nancial expenditure on education has been reduced, and
education has to seek financial support from commercial
institutions which pushes the development of shadow edu-
cation. The expansion of extracurricular tutoring in China,
Korea, Japan, Western Europe, North America, Australia
and other regions reflects the increasingly fierce interna-
tional competition in education.

With the rise of mass education in the world, people’s
access to higher education is increasing. The new educa-
tional logic that emphasizes the popularization, strength
and vitality of post-modern society promotes the further
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development of shadow education. At the same time, the
strength and ranking of colleges and universities have a
significant impact on students’ job acquisition, position
level and promotion opportunities in the society, which
makes students flock to famous schools. The contradiction
between the strong demand for famous schools and the
mainstream school education cannot meet this demand
which increased competition in education. Therefore, the
shadow education is inevitable though it aggravated the
competition among the students. In view of shadow edu-
cation imitating and complementing mainstream educa-
tion, they propose that the expansion of shadow education
is to some extent driven by “global education culture”,
which includes the education for all (EFA) movement and
the global expansion of Higher Education ™.

Then the promotion of the expectation of utilitarian
education pushes the development of shadow education.
Most parents want their children to have a bright future.
They place their high expectations on their children in
shadow education. What’s more, children’s outstanding
achievements are the capital that parents show off to
others. This utilitarian social expectation promotes the
formation of shadow education market, which provides
a huge possibility for the rise and development of shad-
ow education. The government considers that academic
performance is closely related to the future employment
situation. Parents consider that test scores are directly re-
lated to the future economic income. Students bear huge
test pressure. People’s demand for education is even more
urgent than schools can provide. When students and par-
ents in all countries are worrying about the performance
and test scores, families will invest more money to buy
academic counseling services to improve their children’s
performance, and shadow education will grow.

4. Shadow Education under Brain Drain and
Gain Migration

Shadow education has been widely spread all over the
world. Brain drains and gain migration is also inevitable
in the era of globalization under neo-liberal human capital
theory. The essence of brain drain and gain is a kind of
talent competition. Only those with more knowledge and
skills can win the competition. Shadow education is not
only indispensable in building the human capital in the
talent competition, but it is also necessary for the talents
who immigrate to a new environment.

Sellar has depicted that we live in an “age of human
capital”, where “an individual’s economic success de-
pends on how widely and effectively people invest in
themselves” ™. Shadow education is a way for people to
supplement their knowledge loophole which they didn’t
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catch very well during the school time. Or it could also be
way to improve their grades and enhance their knowledge
which can be seen as a kind of investment on themselves
so to have more opportunities for the future economic
success in the global world.

Suarez & Orozco stated some immigrant children will
indeed thrive in the era of globalization. The shadow ed-
ucation can help the immigrants and the nation to better
solve the controversial challenges ). The immigration
children face more challenges than those local students not
only the adaptation of the local culture but the language
and the thinking style. That is why most of the families
will invest on the private education to help the children to
adopt to the new environment both in the education and
the local culture before their immigration. Without the
existence of the shadow education, it would be difficult
for those children to thrive in the new areas. Globalization
has increased the immigrants, how to better adapt to the
new life and how to participate in foreign examinations
have been a hot topic now. As more and more immigrants
come, extra investment in education becomes a necessity,
hence shadow education will not disappear at all.

5. The expansion of shadow education under
the Higher Education

With greater expansion and organizational diversifica-
tion of higher education and the greater globalization of
education structures across countries, shadow education
has gone through a similar series of changes. The changes
in the tertiary education, which were occurring at a world-
wide level, make shadow education inevitable from the
following perspectives.

First, the shadow education formula of providing ser-
vices for university entrance exams has continued since
there is non-stop competition for top universities and top
white-collar jobs. As the global hierarchy of “world-class”
universities has emerged. In such a market, the “best”
students are attracted to the universities with the highest
reputations. Students at top universities who meet these
standards are most likely to succeed in the competition for
elite positions. A clear implication of this argument is that,
students who are trying their best to enter into the higher
education need to arm themselves with more knowledge,
while the public school offer the same curriculum and
provide the same resources to them, students look for the
personal investment that is the private tutor to help them
remedy or enhance in the competition of the relatively
more famous universities.

Second, shadow education spreads along with the
schooling societies. As Mori states, the practice of shadow
education spreads around the world as educated societies
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spread around the world; the use of shadow education is
motivated by the dominant logic of educational expansion
in all its forms "’ Altbach states that four interrelated
fundamental forces drive the current academic revolution:
the “popularization” of higher education, globalization,
the emergence of knowledge societies and the importance
of research universities within them, and information
technology (including distance education) """, These forc-
es have created enormous funding challenges for coun-
tries and have driven the rise of the private sector and the
privatization of public colleges and universities.

Third, strong links between education and future work
could lead to intense competition for more education and
private tutoring "*. Private returns in the labor force in
higher education are normally better than to secondary ed-
ucation and the gap between many developing and devel-
oped countries appears to be widening "*'. These high re-
turns can lead to highly competitive behavior by students
and their parents, including the use of private tutoring to
increase college admissions chances. An extreme form
of these connections is “diploma disease” 'Y, whereby
companies and governments regard the university degree
as an initial screening tool for employment, believing that
the degree represents skills that contribute to productivity
which are hard to measure at the beginning. This phenom-
enon has arguably driven' the demand for private tutoring
in some countries.

6. Conclusions

Shadow education is an inevitable phenomenon in the
era of the globalization. It is the product of the knowledge
economy; the mass higher education and the brain drain
and gain migration and so on. The government need pos-
itively face it and make full use of the private tutor indus-
try to make sure of the quality of it.
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