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1. Introduction

At present, China advocates reforming in teaching 
methods of junior middle school English, but the 
teaching method adopted does not meet the needs 

of social development. Affected by traditional teaching 
methods, traditional teaching methods mainly use gram-
mar, words, and phonetics as the main teaching content, 
but they do not cultivate students’ ability in language use, 
which has led to a lack of discourse awareness. Therefore, 
school leaders and related persons should be aware of this 
problem. Teachers should use functional linguistics for ju-
nior middle school English teaching so as to improve the 
quality of teaching in an all-round way.

2. Analyzing through Systematic Functional 
Grammar

2.1 Systematic Grammar

This paper studies by systematic functional grammar. 
Halliday believes that systematic grammar’s structure rep-
resents a deep syntagmatic relation, and the system rep-
resents a deep paradigmatic relation. These two relations 
constitute the basic deep relation in language. However, 
in the operation of the system network, these two rela-
tions have no dependencies, and the two are coexisting 
relationships. The application of systematic grammar can 
guide students to establish the correct value orientation. 
To a certain extent, it can help students build a complete 
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grammar and knowledge framework, thereby fully grasp-
ing the points of knowledge. For example, when learning 
noun clauses, students do not grasp the meaning of noun 
clauses, so they are always confused about attributive 
clauses and appositive clauses. The main reason is that 
students do not have basic knowledge. The meaning po-
tential of each clause is different. Only by fully grasping 
the meaning of each clause can students fully distinguish 
the various clauses. Each level of language is closely re-
lated to the whole, so in the process of learning grammar, 
a systematic study of each level is required.

2.2 Functional Grammar

Halliday believes that language has three metafunctions, 
including ideational metafunction, interpersonal metafunc-
tion, and textual metafunction. The ideational function can 
help students grasp verbs and tenses of English. In terms 
of the transitivity system, it mainly has four processes, 
such as material process, mental process, relational pro-
cess and verbal  process. Progressive tense won’t be used 
for the verbs expressed in mental or relational processes. 
Tense or voice will be used for the verbs expressed materi-
al or verbal processes. The interpersonal function can help 
students master grammar and improve students’ logical 
thinking ability. At the same time, it also can help students 
accurately grasp and understand the meaning of English 
mood expressions and modal verbs. At the same time, it 
is also necessary to divide the user’s language process 
expression into “information taking” and “goods&services 
exchanging”. Meanwhile, there are declarative and im-
perative moods in the process of expression, and they all 
have a clear theoretical framework to help students fully 
understand the concept of English mood. Regarding the 
analysis of traditional teaching concepts, mood is a new 
form of predicate verbs, including declarative sentences, 
interrogative sentences and others. However, the tradi-
tional teaching mode makes students’ learning goals more 
and more blurred. The discourse function is anaphora in 
English grammar, with omissions and substitutions.

As explained above, the differences between system-
atic grammar and traditional grammar can be drawn. Sys-
tematic grammar mainly treats language as the source of 
meaning, while traditional grammar treats language as a 
rule, and then forms a system for description. Systematic 
functional grammar usually uses text as the main tool to 
obtain information, while traditional grammar uses sen-
tence as the basic unit to obtain information. This shows 
that grammar cannot learn by rote. The traditional gram-
matical applications can no longer meet the development 
needs of modern society. Therefore, it is necessary to 
combine form and meaning for students to fully grasp the 

grammar.

3. The Application of Systematic Functional 
Linguist ics  in  Junior Middle  Engl ish 
Teaching

At present, more and more linguists and language teach-
ing working groups are actively studying the English 
teaching situation in junior middle schools and discussing 
the effective ways of English teaching. Functional gram-
mar is one of them.

3.1 Functional Grammar in Reading

In junior middle school English teaching, students need to 
improve their reading ability, master reading skills, and to 
a certain extent, improve the overall level of English. At 
the same time, students can correctly grasp and understand 
the language difficulty. English reading involves a lot, 
and many articles have a wide range of topics. Therefore, 
how to use is very important. At present, in the process of 
English teaching, teachers should optimize teaching meth-
ods, aiming at training students to master reading meth-
ods. Reading is from top to bottom, and students need to 
read in the overall order of the article. During this process, 
students also need to reflect on themselves and find their 
own way of reading. One of these methods is the search-
ing reading. First of all, before reading, students should 
read according to the questions for it can save time. Stu-
dents do not need to read sentence by sentence, just need 
to find the information to solve the problem in the article. 
However, in the actual application process, this method is 
mainly used in long articles, or students with poor gram-
mar foundations.

3.2 Functional Grammar in Translation

At present, the improvement of the social and economic 
structure requires a large number of talents. Particularly, 
the requirement for English translation ability is getting 
higher and higher. Therefore, the English translation abili-
ty of students should be strengthened, as long as they have 
sufficient knowledge of vocabulary and grammar, they can 
solve problems in translation. First of all, teachers need to 
master the main purpose of English teaching, and they can 
do conversion between languages, specifically between 
English and Chinese. It is not possible to seek a single 
equivalent translation between English and Chinese. After 
all, translation involves many factors. Secondly, to a cer-
tain extent, the conceptual elements in functional grammar 
can improve students’ ability in translation and language 
organization ability, and help student’s better master basic 
knowledge. In systematic functional linguistics, the ide-
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ational function is mainly realized through transitivity and 
voice. Transitivity is a language system that can divide 
what people see and hear in reality into many processes. 
The division of these processes can help students find log-
ical relationships in translation, and at the same time, find 
similar meanings to the original text in the corresponding 
equivalence range. Functional linguistics is mainly to 
help students master interpersonal language functions and 
improve their reading ability. On this basis, students can 
participate in the context of the situation in person so as to 
deeply understand the meaning and ideas expressed in the 
original text.

3.3 Functional Grammar in Writing

To master the four basic skills, including listening, speak-
ing, reading and writing is important for learning English 
well. Among them, writing is the best reflection of stu-
dents ‘actual English level, and it is also a comprehensive 
reflection of learners’ English level and thinking ability. 
How to improve English writing ability has become a 
problem for English teachers and students.

The Textual function is a good embodiment of interper-
sonal function and ideational function. It mainly observes 
the speaker’s attitude for emotion and various social roles 
are closely connected. During this period, the meaning of 
the text can be realized by the improvement of the main 
structure and information. At the same time, students are 
unaware of the textual function in reading and writing. It 
can comprehensively improve (students’) English writing 
from the perspective of systematic functional grammar. 
In the process of writing, choosing an appropriate lan-
guage expression can achieve the real purpose of writing 
practice. However, the cultivation of writing ability by 
traditional ways only pays attention to students’ grammat-
ical knowledge and vocabulary but ignores the variability 
of language. The application of systematic functional 
grammar in English teaching can effectively help students 
master the whole article, stimulate them to use language 
creatively, and improve their comprehensive ability in En-
glish application  [1].

4. The Important Role of Applied Linguistics 
in Junior Middle School English Teaching 

4.1 Inspiration from Motivation Theory

As part of linguistics, it is necessary to improve the 
theoretical system of applied linguistics, and use it as a 
supporting point, focusing on different aspects of lan-
guage teaching including the specific content of language 
learning and teaching, learning strategies and motivations. 

Learning motivation is the main motivation for students 
to learn, including internal motivation and external mo-
tivation. To some extent, the external motivation will be 
affected by external factors while the internal motivation 
is the self-development needs of students. After a lot of 
teaching feedback, learning motivation can increase stu-
dents’ learning activities. Therefore, good learning oppor-
tunities can guarantee students’ learning efficiency and 
quality. The effective use of motivation theory [2] can be 
comprehensively reflected in the following points：

(1) Stimulate students to learn based on the actual 
situation so that teachers can directly see the needs of 
students. The main purpose of students learning English 
is to meet the requirements of social development and 
become the pillar of the country. Therefore, the teaching 
goal can go straight to the topic, and the teacher can tell 
the students what knowledge should be studied and what 
will be tested. For instance, when the difficulty of English 
translation increases, teachers can supplement practical 
skills related to translation in teaching so as to stimulate 
students’ motivation to learn.

(2) Affected by the length of classroom teaching, some 
teachers will arrange the whole course properly. Some 
teachers in the whole class are briefly presenting the 
knowledge points, but they ignore the students ‘indepen-
dent learning practice, resulting in a thin learning atmo-
sphere and a single learning mode. To a certain extent, this 
approach may affect students’ learning quality and teach-
ing efficiency. In fact, in classroom teaching, teachers can 
use multimedia methods to introduce situational presenta-
tions to promote students ‘motivation to learn and enable 
students to participate actively, thereby comprehensively 
improving teaching efficiency [3].

(3) Enriching knowledge background is important. 
Since the compilation of textbooks is restricted by pub-
lishing houses, many textbooks often deviate greatly from 
the knowledge of modern society. Therefore, in addition 
to teaching the content from the textbook, teachers also 
should absorb more information and knowledge beyond to 
increase students’ enthusiasm for learning and consolidate 
knowledge points.

(4) Cultivate students ‘self-confidence, thereby enhanc-
ing students’ independent learning ability. For students, 
English learning has certain difficulties. (Therefore, stu-
dents have the need to improve their English.)  For the 
students who lack basic knowledge, they are unable to 
keep up with the progress of the course, and many stu-
dents may lose their interest in learning English. There-
fore, in English teaching, teachers need to formulate 
learning plans based on the actual situation of students, 
and actively encourage students. When students make 



4

Journal of Educational Theory and Management | Volume 04 | Issue 02 | October 2020

Distributed under creative commons license 4.0

progress, teachers should praise them in time to enhance 
their self-confidence. In curriculum planning and design, 
teachers should pay attention to the make every teaching 
level clear, and adjust the classroom teaching plan ap-
propriately according to students’ current English level. 
A good communication platform needs to be established 
between teachers to strengthen students’ learning initia-
tives. It not only improves students’ English level but also 
enhances their ability of independent exploration and in-
novation [3].

4.2 The Guiding Role of Applied Linguistics

With the deepening of reforms and the current construc-
tion of education, teaching concepts and teaching modes 
have changed. Teachers are more inclined to pay attention 
to students’ abilities in inquiring, thinking and innovat-
ing, and teaching design will also focus on students. It is 
no longer a fixed educational content. These changes in 
teaching concepts are consistent with the teaching theory 
of applied linguistics, so the role of applied linguistics in 
English teaching reform is salient.

Regarding the specific classroom teaching, Person-
ally, I think that it can be developed from the following 
aspects. First, strengthen theoretical research on applied 
linguistics. Teachers should combine English teaching 
experience with good theoretical knowledge to guide the 
teaching reform. Second, deepen the research of applied 
linguistics, make every English teacher familiar with the-
oretical knowledge, and then carry out research activities 
related to teaching. It is necessary to give full play to the 
role of teachers in the reform of English teaching. Third, 
combine theory with classroom practice to develop lis-
tening, speaking, reading, writing, and translation skills, 
encourage students to take part in more practice activities 
in English class and expand students’ international per-
spectives.

As the scope of education reform is so wide, we can 
not only seek change and innovation but also combine 
applied language theory with a practical education. We do 
not aim at superficial reforms but hope to help students 
improve their English. In addition, the main goal of higher 
education is to cultivate students’ practical and innovative 
abilities, which should be studied according to the lan-
guage knowledge mastered by students [5].

Conclusion: Functional linguistics is mainly used in 
English teaching.

Functional linguistics has a huge impact on English 
teaching theory and practice.  In English teaching, we 

should not only focus on the language form of English but 
also focus on explaining the actual functions of English to 
students, so that the form and function of English occupy 
an equal position in English teaching. Students gradually 
master English functions. With the continuous deepening 
of education reform, (teaching methods are gradually 
changing in order to cultivate students’ self-learning man-
agement analysis and innovative ability?). The teaching 
methods of different disciplines are no longer limited to a 
single teaching method. The diversified classroom teach-
ing model combined with rich classroom content ensures 
that different teaching concepts can be better absorbed by 
students, so as to improve teaching effects. The close con-
nection between applied linguistics and English teaching 
can make English classroom teaching more artistic and 
scientific. Therefore, it is very important to understand 
how to use applied linguistic theory to guide English 
teaching reform. This paper briefly explains this, and 
more educators are urgently needed to keep analyzing and 
exploring.
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