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1. Introduction

n the strategic plan for Rural Revitalization
(2018~2022), it is pointed out that “adhere to the
dominant position of farmers” and “improve the par-
ticipation of farmers”. The main position and participation
degree of farmers are not only reflected in the behavior
of economic production, but also the practice of political
participation. Huntington thinks that political participation
is “the activity that the common people try to influence

» 1 Because of the cur-

the government’s decision-making
rent situation that the degree, level, and quality of politi-
cal participation of farmers in China are not high, it is of
great significance to explore the focus of this participation
of the farmers in China and find the correct path foe the

farmers, to improve the quantity and quality of political
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The strategy of Rural Revitalization is an important strategic measure to
comprehensively promote rural modernization in the period of building a
socialist modernization country with Chinese characteristics. In essence,
a farmer’s political participation is, of course, to inevitably build a new
socialist countryside, cultivate new socialist farmers and realize socialist
rural modernization. This paper attempts to explore the promotion and
efficient realization of farmers’ political participation from three ways of
improving the subject ability of political participation, first, to improve
subject ability; second, to guarantee object conditions, third, and to create
the proper environment. And this paper illustrates that the modernization
of rural areas requires the modernization of farmers’ ideology and politi-
cal consciousness. The comprehensive promotion of the modernization of
peasants’ ideology and political consciousness is embodied in the practice
of political participation.

participation of farmers, and to strive to achieve political
civilization in China, especially in rural areas.

2. The Improvement of Farmers’ Ability of
Participation

As the main body of rural political participation, farm-
ers must have the corresponding quality and ability. To
cultivate and improve their quality from the aspects of
participative consciousness, knowledge and ability is one
of the key factors for farmers to give full play to their sub-
jective initiative of political participation. The promotion
of participative consciousness is the ideological guarantee
of peasants’ participation. For a long time, affected by the
traditional Chinese feudal political culture, it restrained
the farmers’ subjectivity and enthusiasm, and their partic-

DOL: https://doi.org/10.26549/jfr.v4i1.3578

81



Journal of Finance Research | Volume 04 | Issue 01 | April 2020

ipative consciousness was indifferent. From the aspects
of democracy, law and decision-making consciousness
of farmers, we can promote the awareness of the political
participation of farmers.

2.1 The Promotion of Farmers’ Democratic Con-
sciousness

A free and democratic life is the way to material prosper-
ity.”'The key to strengthening the peasants’ democratic
consciousness lies in abandoning the feudal traditional
ideology, cultivating the modern citizen consciousness
and high political enthusiasm, cultivating the spirit of the
country’s master, and actively participating in the coun-
try’s political decision-making. We should get rid of the
feudal autocratic ideology, which has been influenced
for thousands of years and strive to cultivate the modern
democratic consciousness and spirit. By re-examining the
traditional feudal autocratic political culture in China, we
should study and understand the concept of democracy in
modern society.

2.2 The Improvement of Farmers’ Legal Con-
sciousness

Law is a set of abstract rules about justice that condens-
es the community . The enhancement of farmers’ legal
consciousness is strong support to improve farmers’
awareness of political participation. To realize the organic
combination of the rule of law and the rule of a village
by law, the degree of the rule of law in rural areas and the
legal consciousness of farmers play an important role in
the development the enhancement of the consciousness
of political participation of farmers. To strengthen the
farmers’ legal consciousness, we must let them actively
participate in the activities of popularizing the law in
rural areas, learn the knowledge of laws and regulations,
strive to make everyone in rural areas learn the law, know
the law, abide by the law and use the law. In practice, we
should take the initiative to protect our political rights and
interests with legality.

2.3 The Enhancement of Farmers’ Decision-Mak-
ing Consciousness

The development of the farmers is related to the devel-
opment of the country and the improvement of the deci-
sion-making ability of the country is related to the future
and destiny of the development of the country. Therefore,
farmers should fully realize that participating in national
political decision-making, the formulation of national
major policies is a matter of vital interest for farmers. Be-
cause “the countryside is not only a regional concept but
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also a political concept. Farmers are not only a profession-
al identity but also a policy identity.”"* Therefore, farmers
should cultivate a sense of active participation in local
government political decision-making.

2.4 The Cultivation of Teamwork Ability

Farmers’ participation in national government deci-
sion-making requires team consciousness, team spirit, and
team cooperative ability. Because the declaration of policies
in line with the actual situation of a village or town is the
crystallization of the collective wisdom of all members of
the whole village or town P Collective discussion and col-
lective decision-making should be carried out when major
policies are related to the development of the whole village
and town and the vital interests of farmers. At the same
time, we often organize and carry out some collective com-
petitions and activities to enhance farmers’ sense of team
cooperation and the ability of unity and cooperation.

2.5 The Cultivation of Insight

Political decision-making requires political participants
to have some insight into current affairs. Only with the
certain ability of political and current affairs insight, can
farmers catch some new information and situations related
to local political decision-making everywhere, so that in
participating in political decision-making, they can put
forward practical and effective decision-making proposals
according to local reality and development needs.

2.6 Cultivation of Organizational Ability

Organizational capacity is an important factor in deter-
mining the efficiency of the political participation of farm-
ers. The stronger the organizational capacity of farmers is,
the more opportunities they have to participate in politics.
To cultivate the organizational ability of farmers, we can
establish trade union organizations, Communist Youth
League organizations, service associations, supervision
associations and other rural groups in rural areas to culti-
vate the organizational ability of farmers.

3. The Object of Participation: Shaping the
Good Image of the Government

As the object of the government to mobilize farmers as
the main participants to actively participate in the deci-
sion-making of local political affairs, brainstorming, we
must shape a good social image.

3.1 Enhance the Authority of Local Government

The authority of the government always affects the trust
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of the masses. To be able to enhance the authority of the
government we must, first of all, establish a practical and
effective power operation system to ensure the effective
implementation of power. Secondly, we need to culti-
vate high-level and high-quality managers to ensure that
power is exercised for the benefit of the people. Once the
government of the people, by the people, for the people,
the farmer will actively participate the government deci-
sion-making.

3.2 Improve Government Credibility

The credibility of the government determines the people’s
trust, recognition, and participation in the government. To
establish the credibility of the government, first of all, the
purpose of the government’s political decision-making
must be based on the fundamental interests of the farmers,
and establish the idea of serving the farmers. Secondly,
the government should respect the will of farmers before
making any decision, and reflect the will of farmers. Fi-
nally, the local government’s public affairs management
behavior and the activity must solve the farmer’s actual
problem and the difficulty earnestly.

3.3 The Creation of a Good Hard and Soft Envi-
ronment

Farmers’ political participation must be guaranteed by an
appropriate environment. Starting from the general envi-
ronment of the whole society and focusing on the hard-
ware environment, cultural environment, and institutional
environment, we should create an in-depth and accurate
environment for farmers’ political participation.

3.3.1 Improve the Hardware Environment of
Farmers’ Political Participation

Modern democratic consciousness and political partic-
ipation consciousness are based on a certain level of
economic development. Because “in a society, the level,
form, and basis of political participation are closely re-
lated to the level of socio-economic development. A high
level of political participation is always accompanied by
a higher level of development.”™® The level of economic
development is closely related to the level of political
participation. The higher the level of social and economic
development, the higher the level of political participation
will be. We can achieve this by, first of all, ensuring the
stability of the land as the source of farmers’ life, because
most of the economic sources of farmers come from the
land. Secondly, we should strengthen the construction of
rural infrastructure because the improvement of a rural ed-
ucation level is based on the construction and completion
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of educational and cultural infrastructure.

3.3.2 Improve the Modern Information Network
Technology in Rural Areas

With the development of national social economy, the
influence of modern information network on the life of
farmers is increasingly important. Therefore, the local
government should strengthen the construction of modern
information technology in rural areas, and improve the
construction and improvement of modern information
transmission tools such as television, radio, newspapers
and magazines, and postal services. These technological
advances can apply to modern government management,
establish e-government, enhance the function of govern-
ment online, facilitate the effective and quick handling of
rural affairs, and facilitate the political and social commu-
nication of farmers. The interactivity of modern informa-
tion networks makes the majority of farmers turn from the
original “audience” to “interlocutor”.

4. Smooth the channels of farmers’ Political
Participation

Local governments ensure the smooth channels of farm-
ers’ political participation in various ways. First of all,
they ensure the realization of the political election activ-
ities of farmers. A political election is an important man-
ifestation of farmers’ political participation and the main
channel of their political participation. Secondly, to ensure
the realization of political contact activities of farmers.
Farmers’ political contact means that farmers directly or
indirectly reflect the situation, put forward suggestions,
opinions or criticisms to local government leaders in the
form of individuals or organizations, and participate in the
decision-making of local government.

4.1 Perfecting the System Environment of Peas-
ants’ Political Participation

People’s opinions come from their system . The level
and extensiveness of peasants’ political participation are
fundamentally determined by the security and stability of
the institutional environment. Therefore, we must improve
the mechanism of rural farmers’ political participation,
dredge the channels of participation, and constantly pro-
mote the institutionalization, legalization and procedural
construction of farmers’ political participation.

4.2 Strengthen the Construction of Democratic
Political System

First, to encourages and guides the farmers to participate
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in the local decision-making through institutionalization,
to play the role of the democratic self-government system
of rural grass-roots masses in self-education, self-service,
self-management and other aspects of farmers. Second,
we should combine the construction of a rural grassroots
democratic political system with the economic develop-
ment of the region, so that farmers can truly realize dem-
ocratic decision-making, democratic management, and
democratic supervision. Third, democratic election, deci-
sion-making, and management should be carried out in all
rural affairs.

4.3 Improve and Perfect the Democratic Supervi-
sion Mechanism

Democratic supervision is an important content stipulat-
ed in the organization law of the villagers’ committee of
the People’s Republic of China. It is also an important
guarantee for farmers to supervise various undertakings in
rural areas according to law and is directly related to the
enthusiasm and initiative of farmers’ political participa-
tion.

We should establish a system of open village affairs,
open financial system, democratic appraisal system, cadre
responsibility system, and cadre accountability system,
“so that farmers can fully know the government, and cre-
ate conditions for strengthening the supervision of farm-
ers.”™. In this way, we should establish a perfect supervi-
sion and restraint mechanism for the power operation of
village cadres, ensure the effective supervision of village
cadres by farmers, enhance the confidence of farmers in
participating in politics and stimulate their enthusiasm.

5. Conclusion

The strategy of rural rejuvenation is a strategic decision
made by China for the development of rural moderniza-
tion. First, through the promotion of farmers’ democratic
consciousness, legal consciousness and decision-making
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consciousness, the awareness of farmers’ political partici-
pation will be enhanced, and the ability of farmers’ organi-
zation, insight and cooperation will be enhanced. Second,
farmers’ active participation in politics is conducive to
enhancing the authority, credibility and sense of respon-
sibility of the government. Third, the government should
improve the rural hardware and software environment,
and then we can more effectively realize the political par-
ticipation of farmers, safeguard their own rights and inter-
ests, and promote the modernization of rural areas.
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