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Abstract

This paper explores the importance of establishing mentorship and professional learning communities (PLCs) in China and how
they can be implemented. Firstly, mentoring and PLCs are defined and explained, emphasising their key role in education. Then, the
importance of mentorship in facilitating learning, building trusting relationships, providing resource sharing and knowledge transfer
is analysed in detail. At the same time, the importance of PLCs in facilitating teacher collaboration, improving learning outcomes
and building trusting relationships is emphasised. However, we found that there are significant inequalities in the development
of mentoring and PLCs between urban and rural areas in China, with urban schools generally having better mentoring and PLCs
systems, while rural areas have significant deficits. Therefore, in order to reduce the gap between urban and rural education, we
suggest that leaders need to learn to listen and improve their own qualities in order to support and promote the development of
mentors and PLCs. In addition, a possible approach is proposed whereby teachers in urban schools can help support remote rural
schools by setting up one-to-one or one-to-many mentorships, while rural schools can promote PLCs through the establishment of
learning network communities. Finally, the importance of this measure was emphasised in order to reduce the urban-rural education
gap and improve the quality of education.
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