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Abstract

The book “1587, A Year of No Significance” was written by Mr. Huang Renyu. With his unique view of history, it cut into the time
point of 1587, analyzed the long-standing malpractices and the beginning of the demise of the Ming Dynasty, and received rave reviews
since its publication. In 2006, Zhonghua Book Company re-published the book, saying that it had an updated commemorative edition.
In Chapter 5, page 118, the word “pig” was deleted from the sentence “Hai Rui made a birthday for his mother, had a big banquet, and
unexpectedly bought two pounds of pork™. This amendment caused waves several times. Xu Weidong, the executive editor of “1587, A
Year of No Significance” of Zhonghua Book Company, has responded in a post, pointing out two points of basis for this revision. One
is that the historical material cited by Mr. Huang Renyu was originally “two pounds of meat”, and the other is that Hai Rui may be a
minority, made this revision in order to avoid controversy. The author consulted the relevant information, and had some experience on
the right and wrong of this modification, and try to discussed it.
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