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Abstract

The time deixis is a kind of deixis and an important field of pragmatics. The use of time deixis is inseparable from the specific context
of conversation, but it is also affected to some extent by the speaker’s subjective factors. The use of English tenses often reflects this.
The change of tense in English does not necessarily lead to the difference of sentence meaning, but the pragmatic effect of conversation
can be elusive. Based on the theory of psychological distance, this paper analyzes the adjustment of the change of tense to the psycho-
logical distance between the two sides of communication so as to achieve the purpose of communication, and hopes to provide some
enlightenment for English learners.
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@1 would be very glad if you could come to my party to-
morrow night.
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(2) Answer the phone. less direct less polite
(3) Twant you to answer the phone.

(4) Will you answer the phone?

(5) Can you answer the phone?

(6) Would you answer the phone?
(7) Could you answer the phone?
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(31 just wanted to ask you if you could drive me to the air-

more indirect

more polite

port today.

@1 want to ask you if you can drive me to the airport today.
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©1t’ s cold outside; so you must stay in my house tonight.
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