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Analysis of the Negative Transfer of Middle School Students’
Yi Language to English Phonetic Learning—Taking the Yi
Language Branch (Sani) Language of Shilin County as an
Example

Ying Bi

Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, Yunnan, 650500, China

Abstract

Language is a social tool, and voice is the external representation of language and has its social nature. Related research shows that Yi
language has a negative transfer effect on vocabulary, grammar and phonetics in English learning. This phenomenon has become an
important trend discussed by foreign language teachers and researchers. Based on the theory of phonetic transfer and negative transfer,
a comparative analysis of the Sani language from a branch of the Yi language in Shilin County and English phonetics shows that the
negative transfer is due to the difference between the two languages, and some phonemes have no correspondence. Therefore, relevant
teaching suggestions are put forward.
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