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Why Did Su Shi Use Cao Mengde to Express Ambition in First
Visit to the Red CIiff

Ruixue Li
Shanxi Liulin Liansheng Middle School, Lvliang, Shanxi, 033300, China

Abstract

Cao Mengde are mentioned twice in the First Visit to the Red Cliff. The reason why Su Shi mentioned Cao Cao is always compared
with the later article’s lament that his achievements are not successful and his life is short. This paper tries to explain why Su Shi used
Cao Mengde to express his ambition from the following aspects: Su Shi quoted the content of A Short Song Ballad, content of A Short
Song Ballad, the image of crow and black-billed magpie, the origin of Su Shi and Cao Cao, and the military situation in the northwest
at that time in the Northern Song Dynasty.
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