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Abstract

Politeness in interpersonal communication has always been an important part of global pragmatics. At present, the study of social lan-
guage pays more attention to the real politeness or impoliteness in verbal communication. However, as a special linguistic phenomenon,
false politeness, a continuum between the two, has not received enough attention. Based on the literature research, it is not difficult
to find that the existing researches on false politeness mainly focus on its pragmatic features and implementation strategies, while the
researches on its pragmatic functions are relatively deficient. There are a lot of false politeness phenomena in Chinese culture. As a
representative work of Chinese traditional culture, A Dream of Red Mansions, many of which are worthy of further study. Based on the
politeness principle and face theory, this paper takes part of dialogues in A Dream of Red Mansions, one of China’s four famous classic
works, as the corpus, and studies the realization and pragmatic function of false politeness by analyzing the classic dialogues of charac-
ters. Based on the analysis of the corpus, this paper attempts to explore the false politeness from the perspective of pragmatics, and try
to supplement the existing ways of realizing the false politeness and its pragmatic functions.
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