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Abstract

Confucius put forward the idea of “taking morality for government”, unified political ideal and moral cultivation, and constructed the
initial ecological framework for the development of Chinese traditional political culture and moral culture. The thought of “inner saint
and outer king” originated from the thought of “respect for virtue” in the Xia and Shang dynasties, and was further developed in the
process of contention between the scholars in the Spring and Autumn period and the warring States period. The Taoist Zhuangzi first
puts forward the concept of “inner saint and outer king” clearly, and Confucius’ thought of “benevolence” and “taking virtue govern-
ment” regarded “inner saint” as the basis of “outer king”. Since then, the thought of “inner saint and outer king” has evolved with the
development of Confucianism. The main features of “inner saint and outer king” are mainly the personality characteristics of the gen-
tleman’s character, the responsibility of taking the world as his own responsibility and the value understanding of worrying about the
country and the people. Among them, the excellent ideological and cultural connotation shows the modern value suitable for the new
era, and has certain reference significance for the moral shaping of Chinese officials and cadres at all levels.
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