HEFHEOFELK - F£03%5 - £ 118 - 2020810 A DOL: https:/doi.org/10.26549/jx ffexysj.v3i11.5529

Analysis of the Writing SKkills and Features of Language of
the Essay the Good Short Life

Biao Wang Jiawei Mao
Tianjin University of Commerce, Tianjin, 300400, China

Abstract

This paper takes Dudley Clendinen’s essay The Good Short Life as an example, and through reading this article written by the
protagonist after suffering from progressive frostbite, we can experience the psychological changing process of the protagonist and his
fearless spirit in the face of disease, explores the theme of the essay and deeply analyzes the protagonist’s state of inner peace and calm

way of thinking in the face of illness and death from the perspectives of writing skills, language features and prominent themes.
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It starts in the hands and feet and works its way up and in,
or it begins in the muscles of the mouth and throat and chest and
abdomen, and works its way down and out.
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My face is thinner. I even get some “Hey, there, Big Boy,”
looks, which I like. I think of it as my cosmetic phase.
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That is the weird blessing of Lou. There is no escape, and

nothing much to do. It’ s liberating.
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We act as if facing death weren’ t one of life’ s greatest,
most absorbing thrills and challenges. Believe me, it is. This is not
dull.
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I spent hundreds of days at Mother’ s side, holding her
hand, trying to tell her funny stories. She was being bathed and
diapered and dressed and fed, and for the last several years, she
looked at me, her only son, as she might have at a passing cloud.
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I don’ t want that experience for Whitney—mnor for anyone
who loves me. Lingering would be a colossal waste of love and
money.
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“All T can do is to give her a daddy who was vital to
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We obsess in this country about how to eat and dress and

“It’ s time to be gone”

drink, about finding a job and a mate. About having sex and chil-
dren. About how to live. But we don’ t talk about how to die.
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Facing death is one of life’ s greatest, most absorbing thrills

and challenges. Believe me, it is. This is not dull,
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We need to go buy you a pistol, don’ t we?” he asked qui-
etly. He meant to shoot myself with.
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I have a bright, beautiful, talented daughter who lives close

time to be gone.”
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by, the gift of my life.
Leaving her is the one thing I hate. But all I can do is to give

her a daddy who was vital to the end, and knew when to leave.
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Facing death is one of life’ s greatest, most absorbing thrills
and challenges.
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[ don’ t worry about fatty foods anymore. I’ m not going
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to grow old.
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