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Analysis of Policy Changes in China’s Private Higher Edu-
cation in a Punctuated-Equilibrium Framework
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Abstract

China’s private higher education policy was designed to guide the healthy development of private higher education, and was adjusted
in line with the evolution of private higher education. 1949-1956 saw the public ownership of private colleges and universities and the
“disappearance” of all private colleges and universities. China’s reform and opening up has “invigorated” the market and promoted the
development of private colleges and universities. However, the imperfection of the law restricts the development of private colleges
and universities, and even causes the development of private colleges and universities to stagnate. The new Law of Promotion of Non-
government Run Education implements the management of private colleges and universities in a non-categorical manner, bringing
bright prospects for the development of for-profit private colleges and universities. By applying the punctuated-equilibrium framework
to analyze the changes in private higher education policy, we can provide new ideas for policy optimization.
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