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Interpretation of the Image and Function of Water in Oman’s
Novel The Exile of the Water Diviner from the Perspective of
Animism

Yike He
Dalian University of Foreign Languages, Dalian, Liaoning, 116000, China

Abstract

Due to its unique geographical climate, the Oman region has given birth to a special profession called “water diviner”, who has a
keen sense of hearing and is good at finding water. Inspired by the life and natural environment of Omani villages, Zahran al-Qasimi
wrote the novel The Exile of the Water Diviner, which won the 2023 Booker Prize for Arab Fiction. In this novel, water represents the
great power of the natural world, bringing new life and causing destruction and end, thus forging a deep emotional connection with
the villagers. The Exile of the Water Diviner opens up a new genre of fiction in modern Arab fiction writing: the relationship between
natural resources, represented by water, and the harsh natural environment and human life.
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