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Space and Identity: Narrative of Space in Ann Petry’s The
Street
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Abstract

Anne Petrie’s work The Streets depicts the survival crisis and social issues of black communities in New York and white communities
in New England against urban and rural backgrounds, showcasing the living space of black women under different social forces of
oppression. Through frequent spatial transitions, the novel presents the process of identity loss and search for the identity of black
woman Ludi Johnson. The paper aims to explore the important relationship between the living space and identity of black people, as

well as how they seek and achieve their own identity in the difficult geographical space, through the analysis of two spatial narrative
types in The Street: geographical space and psychological space.
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