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Discussion on the Symbolic Expression of Pharmacological
Elements of Shennong’s Materia Medica in Contemporary
Oil Paintings from the Perspective of Yijing’s Thinking

Mingxuan Yu
Shanghai Shangmei Jiangtang Cultural Art Co., Ltd., Shanghai, 200000, China

Abstract

Based on the thought of “change” in Yijing, this study discusses the symbolic expression of pharmacological elements of Shennong’s
materia medica in contemporary oil paintings. By analyzing the internal relationship between the concept of change in Yijing and
the pharmacological elements of traditional Chinese medicine, this paper reveals how these elements symbolically show the cycle,
change and balance of life in contemporary oil paintings. This study argues that the pharmacological elements in Shennong’s materia
medica are not only the symbol of natural healing power, but also the ideological carrier used by artists to express the symbiosis and
common prosperity of all things in the universe. Through case study, this paper explains the specific manifestations of these symbolic
elements in visual art and their deep cultural implications, and further reveals the innovative development path of contemporary oil
painting under the background of oriental culture.
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