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Shao Yong’s Criticism and Inheritance of Ancient Astronomy

Yili Zhang
Peking University, Beijing, 100000, China

Abstract

Shao Yong established a vast and intricate cosmology system in his works such as “Huangji Jingshi shu”, and his cosmology has a
profound astronomical background. The paper argues that Shao Yong did not adopt a single ancient astronomical theory. He criticized
both the Huntian theory and the Gaitian theory, and discussed in detail the influence of the Huntian theory, Gaitian theory, and
Xuanye theory on Shao Yong. The main difference between the Huntian theory and the Gaitian theory lies in their understanding of
the shape of the earth. Shao Yong consistently adhered to the principle of "the sky is round and the earth is round" and elevated it to
a philosophical level, while also absorbing the ideological resources of the Huntian theory. The Huntian theory and Gaitian theory
laid the foundation for Shao Yong’s understanding of the “form of heaven and earth”, while the Xuanye theory relates to Shao Yong’s
understanding of the “foundation of heaven and earth”.
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